August 15, 2012

The Honorable Michael R. Turner -—
2454 Rayburn House Office Building e

United State House of Representatives " NSB A.
Washington, DC 20515

Working with and
Through our State
Associations, NSBA

Dear Congressman Turner: Advocates for Equity
and Excellence in
On behalf of the 90,000 school board members who govern our nation’s public Public Education

through School

school districts, the National School Boards Association is writing to express _
Board Leadership

support for the Rebabilitation of Historic Schools Act of 2072. This legislation would
provide greater opportunities for public school infrastructure modernization, as well

as public-private partnerships to support our schools. Office of Advocacy
The Rebabilitation of Historic Schools Act of 2012 would expand the Federal Historic = C. Ed Massey
Rehabilitation Tax Credit to include renovations of historic public school buildings, President
allowing puql::lic—private paanerships to rehabilitate school infrastructu@ and provide = Anne L. Bryant
modern, 21% Century learning environments for students. From restoring these Executive Director
historic sites to upgrading science and computer laboratories, this legislation would

address these needs and help revitalize communities and local economies. = Michael A. Resnick

Associate

Average school buildings in the country range from 40 years to more than 50 years Executive Director

old and are in need of repairs. The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO)
Report issued in 1996 estimated over $112 billion in unmet construction requirements for existing

schools. Subsequent estimates place total school facility needs, including technology, at approximately
$300 billion.

The October 2005 edition of the Awmerican School Board Jonrnal reported that approximately three million
students attend public schools that require major renovation or replacement. “In school districts
nationwide, all you have to do is look at the buildings, and the statistic makes sense,” according to the
ASBJ report on The State of School Buildings. ““The average public school, built during the Baby Boom era, is
almost 50 years old. Many schools on the East Coast were built more than 75 years ago. Wear and tear
alone are reason enough to give the buildings a major facelift, not to mention the technology and
infrastructure requirements necessary for a 21st century educational facility.”

Given the financial challenges many school districts face, the Rebabilitation of Historic Schools Act would
provide public school districts another option to meet school infrastructure needs, allowing them to

develop agreements with private entities to improve the quality of their learning environments.

NSBA appreciates your leadership on this issue and looks forward to working with you as the Rebabilitation
of Historic Schools Act moves forward.

Sincerely,

National School Boards Association
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Michael A. Resnick
Associate Executive Director
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