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April 15, 2012

The Honorable Michael Turner

Chairman, Strategic Forces Subcommittee

Armed Services Committee

United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.   20515

Dear Chairman Turner:

North Korea revealed its new KN-08 three-stage missile during the 15 April 2012 parade to mark the centennial of their late founder-leader Kim Il Sung.  Given the staging and size of this missile it is possible it may achieve a range of 5,000 to 6,000km, especially if a light warhead is employed.  At the longer range this missile may be able to reach Anchorage, Alaska if launched from the northernmost corner of North Korea. In a threat that has been developing for over a decade, the KN-08 not only threatens Alaskans, but will also threaten Alaskan petroleum transshipment points crucial to the American economy, all of which justifies additional missile defense assets for Alaska.  This missile could easily reach Guam, Okinawa and the Philippines.  

However, I am writing to point out that the 16-wheel transporter-erector-launcher (TEL) for this new missile is very likely based on a Chinese design.  There is even the possibility that it is manufactured in China for North Korea’s use.  This new North Korean missile’s TEL appears to be based on the WS2600, a 16-wheel TEL design from the 9th Academy of the China Aerospace Science and Industry Corporation (CASIC), or as it is also known, the Sanjiang Special Vehicle Company.  This entity also produces the “WS” series of TELs that are used by CASIC’s DF-11, DF-16 and DF-21 short and medium range missiles.   

A newly revealed image from a brochure for CASIC’s WS2600 16-wheel TEL demonstrates many similarities with the North Korean TEL which include:

1. Nearly the same windshield design and cab roof line.

2. Nearly the same windshield wiper configuration. 

3. The same door and handle design.

4. A very similar grill area.

5. A very similar front bumper lighting configuration.

6. Nearly the same design for the initial steps to the TEL cabin.  

This set of similarities raises disturbing questions that I would suggest deserve investigation by your Committee.  Such participation by a Chinese entity in this North Korean missile program would require approval from the highest levels of China’s government and from the People’s Liberation Army.  It may also be possible that such assistance by this Chinese entity  extends as far back as the beginning of this North Korean missile program, perhaps as long as a decade.  The likelihood of this particular relationship then raises the possibility that other Chinese entities may have assisted the design and manufacturing aspects of this missile, because the ability to design the TEL requires extensive knowledge of the missile.  

China regularly assures the world that it opposes North Korea’s obtaining nuclear weapons, and has taken a high profile role in leading international negotiations ostensibly to “convince” North Korea to halt its nuclear missile programs. This most recent action, if confirmed, indicates that China is a key partner in helping North Korea to build its future missile forces, which may soon be capable enough to attack the United States and its allies with nuclear warheads. Tragically, American policy over the past 20 years has not been premised on the fact that China is part of the problem, but instead on the hope that it is part of the solution. This approach effectively has bought both states two decades to expand their proliferation efforts at the expense of U.S. national security and regional stability.
The potential existence, long suspected by experts, of a long-term Chinese program to actually assist North Korea’s nuclear missile capability suggests that China’s public statements and actions are systematically at variance with its real goals.  If it is indeed China’s goal to help North Korea to obtain a nuclear missile capability, this of course suggests that many assumptions and aspects of U.S. policy toward China require a fundamental re-evaluation. 

Finally, it should be noted that inasmuch as North Korea seeks to export practically all of its weapons, it should be expected that the Chinese-designed TEL, and even the new North Korean missile, will be sold to Iran.

Sincerely,  

Richard D. Fisher, Jr. 

Senior Fellow

International Assessment and Strategy Center

Attachment:

1. Image from brochure of CASIC WS2600 16-wheel TEL.

2. Image of close up of TEL of new North Korean missile.

3. Same two images with highlighted similarities.  

4. Brochure page of CASIC WS2600 TEL.

5. Larger images of new North Korean missile.
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