MICHAEL R. TURNER P 2454 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20515

3rD DisTRICT, OHIO
RD DISTRI 6] (202) 225-6465

DISTRICT OFFICES:

CHAIRMAN 120 WEST 3rD STREET

SUBCOMMITTOEECOQ SUITE 305
STRATEGIC FORCE r DAYTON, OH 45402
Congress of the United States
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND , 61 EAST MAIN STREET
GOVERNMENT REFORM PHousge of Repregentatibes WLMINGTON, 0115177
937) 383-8931
ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP waiﬂjmgtﬂn E@: 20515

March 29, 2012

Mr. Leon Panetta

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Panetta,

We appreciate your interest stated during the February 15, 2012 House Armed Services
Committee (HASC) hearing in protecting child custody rights for our men and women in
uniform.

As you know, legislative language addressing this issue has already passed the House of
Representatives on six separate occasions. It has passed five times as part of the National
Defense Authorization Act, every year from 2008 through 2012. Additionally, in 2008 this
language passed the House as a stand-alone bill (HR 6048) by voice vote. Sixty members from
both sides of the aisle signed on to HR 6048 as co-sponsors. Most recently, the bill was included
in the Managers Package in the FY12 House NDAA and was supported by the Department of
Defense (DoD).

Enclosed are letters of support that both Secretary Gates and Secretary Stanley provided for this
legislation last year, Also enclosed is the 2010 HASC letter to Secretary Gates, As we move
forward with the current legislative session, we look forward to the same level of support from
the DoD in addressing this important issue and ensuring that our men and women in uniform
have their parental rights protected.

Sincerely,

AAYNlKharnP Sl R %/w&@ %/

Michael R. Turner Robert Andrews
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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