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Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 16, 2010

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mr. President,

We are writing to express our support for ratification of the New START Treaty and full funding
for the modernization of our nuclear weapons arsenal, as outlined by your updated report that
was mandated by Section 1251 of the Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010.

We also ask that, in your future budget requests to Congress, you include the funding identified
in that report on nuclear weapons modernization. Should you choose to limit non-defense
discretionary spending in any future budget requests to Congress, funding for nuclear
modemization in the National Nuclear Security Agency’s proposed budgets should be
considered defense spending, as it is critical to national security and, therefore, not subject to
such limitations. Further, we ask that an updated 1251 report be submitted with your budget
request to Congress each year.

We look forward to working with you on the ratification of the New START Treaty and
modernization of the National Nuclear Security Agency’s nuclear weapons facilities. This
represents a long-term commitment by each of us, as modernization of our nuclear arsenal will
require a sustained effort. ‘

Sincerely,
Daniel Ingfike)/” /" Thad Cochran
United States Senator United States Senator
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 20, 2010

The Honorable Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-4206

Dear Senator Alexander:

Thank you for your letter regarding funding for the modernization of the nuclear weapons
complex and for your expression of support for ratification of the New START Treaty.

As you know, in the Fiscal Year 2011 budget, I requested a nearly 10 percent increase in
the budget for weapons activities at the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA). In
May, in the report required by Section 1251 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2010, I laid out a 10 year, $80 billion spending plan for NNSA. The Administration
submitted an update to that report last month, and we now project over $85 billion in spending
over the next decade.

[ recognize that nuclear modernization requires investment for the long-term, in addition
to this one-year budget increase. That is my commitment to the Congress — that my
Administration will pursue these programs and capabilities for as long as I am President.

In future years, we will provide annual updates to the 1251 report. If a decision is made
to limit non-defense discretionary spending in any future budget requests, funding for nuclear
modemization in the NNSA weapons activities account will be considered on the same basis as
defense spending.

In closing, I thought it important for you to know that over the last two days, my
Administration has worked closely with officials from the Russian Federation to address our
concerns regarding North Korea. Because of important cooperation like this, I continue to hope
that the Senate will approve the New START Treaty before the 111th Congress ends.

incerely,
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