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the systems do not meet the requirements for expe-1

dited operational authorization under section 333 of 2

this Act; 3

(2) a notice of proposed rulemaking to imple-4

ment the recommendations of the plan required 5

under subsection (a)(1), with the final rule to be 6

published not later than 16 months after the date of 7

publication of the notice; and 8

(3) an update to the Administration’s most re-9

cent policy statement on unmanned aircraft systems, 10

contained in Docket No. FAA–2006–25714. 11

(c) PILOT PROJECTS.—12

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days 13

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-14

trator shall establish a program to integrate un-15

manned aircraft systems into the national airspace 16

system at 6 test ranges. The program shall termi-17

nate 5 years after the date of enactment of this Act. 18

(2) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing 19

the program under paragraph (1), the Administrator 20

shall—21

(A) safely designate airspace for integrated 22

manned and unmanned flight operations in the 23

national airspace system; 24
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(B) develop certification standards and air 1

traffic requirements for unmanned flight oper-2

ations at test ranges; 3

(C) coordinate with and leverage the re-4

sources of the National Aeronautics and Space 5

Administration and the Department of Defense; 6

(D) address both civil and public un-7

manned aircraft systems; 8

(E) ensure that the program is coordinated 9

with the Next Generation Air Transportation 10

System; and 11

(F) provide for verification of the safety of 12

unmanned aircraft systems and related naviga-13

tion procedures before integration into the na-14

tional airspace system. 15

(3) TEST RANGE LOCATIONS.—In determining 16

the location of the 6 test ranges of the program 17

under paragraph (1), the Administrator shall—18

(A) take into consideration geographic and 19

climatic diversity; 20

(B) take into consideration the location of 21

ground infrastructure and research needs; and 22

(C) consult with the National Aeronautics 23

and Space Administration and the Department 24

of Defense. 25

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 18:31 Jan 31, 2012 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00163 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\DOCUME~1\ECBLOUNT\APPLIC~1\SOFTQUAD\XMETAL\5.5\GEN\C\CONFDR~1.XML
January 31, 2012 (6:31 p.m.)

F:\CCH\FAA11\CONFDRAFT2.XML

f:\VHLC\013112\013112.392.xml           (516900|5)



164

(4) TEST RANGE OPERATION.—A project at a 1

test range shall be operational not later than 180 2

days after the date on which the project is estab-3

lished. 4

(5) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—5

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 6

after the date of the termination of the pro-7

gram under paragraph (1), the Administrator 8

shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, 9

Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 10

the Committee on Transportation and Infra-11

structure and the Committee on Science, Space, 12

and Technology of the House of Representa-13

tives a report setting forth the Administrator’s 14

findings and conclusions concerning the 15

projects. 16

(B) ADDITIONAL CONTENTS.—The report 17

under subparagraph (A) shall include a descrip-18

tion and assessment of the progress being made 19

in establishing special use airspace to fill the 20

immediate need of the Department of De-21

fense—22

(i) to develop detection techniques for 23

small unmanned aircraft systems; and 24
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