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March 26, 2012

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President, -

I request your urgent explanation of your comments to President Medvedev in Seoul this morning.

During the New START treaty ratification process, you made specific promises that Russian concerns about
missile defense will not be allowed to affect U.S. missile defense deployment plans. You further committed that the
United States will make both qualitative and quantitative improvements in its missile defenses. You have already walked
away from detailed promises to modernize the U.S. nuclear deterrent; are you now planning to walk away from your
promises regarding U.S. missile defense as well?

As you know, in the FY'12 National Defense Authorization Act, Congress.enacted, and you signed into law, a
provision constraining your ability to share classified U.S. missile defense information with the Russian Federation.
Congress took this step because it was clear based on official testimony and Administration comments in the press that
classified information about U.S. missile defenses, including hit-to-kill technology and velocity at burnout information,
may be on the table as negotiating leverage for your reset with Russia. Despite signing the FY 12 defense authorization
legislation into law, you then issued a signing statement signaling that you may treat that provision protecting U.S. missile
defense information as non-binding. This morning’s comments, on top of that action, suggests that you and your
administration have plans for U.S. missile defenses that you believe will not stand up to electoral scrutiny.

Congress has made exquisitely clear to your Administration and to other nations that it will block all attempts to
weaken U.S. missile defenses. As the Chairman of the Strategic Forces Subcommittee, which authorizes U.S. missile
defense and nuclear weapons policy, I want to make perfectly clear that my colleagues and I will not allow any attempts
to trade missile defense of the United States to Russia or any other country.

Sincerely,

AVNLhan P/ (L.,
MICHAEL R. TURNER

Chairman
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces



